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 Goddard Space Flight Center’s (GSFC) National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System (NPDES) permit requires annual stormwater 
pollution prevention training for all Activity Coordinators identified in the 
SWPPP.

Purpose
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Activity Coordinator Responsibilities

 Enforce compliance with the SWPPP and assist in annual SWPPP compliance inspection;

 Conduct routine inspections using activity specific checklist (see Appendix E of the SWPPP);

 Manage all records required by the SWPPP, such as checklists and preventive maintenance logs, for 
at least 3 years;

 Identify, report (to MEMD), and correct deficiencies that may affect stormwater quality;

 Complete annual SWPPP training and verify all activity personnel have completed annual training; 

 Attend the annual SWPPP Team meeting; and 

 Complete the GSFC-Greenbelt Integrated Contingency Plan (ICP) annual training (if you 
use/witness/supervise the usage, storage, and/or transfer of oil or petroleum products). 
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An Activity Coordinator (AC) is assigned for each activity covered by the SWPPP. They are 
listed in Appendix A, GSFC Storm Water Prevention Plan Team (SWPPT). Responsibilities 
include:





















Types of Discharges
 Non-Stormwater Discharges can be any flow that does not consist entirely of stormwater. 

Potable (domestic) water discharges are an example of a non-stormwater discharge.

 Emergency Discharges are unauthorized discharges to the storm drain system that are 
unavoidable, such as broken steam or sanitary sewer pipes, water tower overfills, etc. They are 
usually detected and repaired immediately. 

 Illicit Discharges are discharges that would require a permit to discharge or are strictly 
prohibited. Illicit discharges at GSFC occur when there is a failure or rupture in the system that 
cannot be readily repaired. Corrective actions for illicit discharges are tracked and reported to the 
State of Maryland under the requirements of GSFC’s NPDES MS4 permit.

Notify MEMD of discharges that do not seem attributable to stormwater, even if the water 
is clean or does not seem to present a pollution potential. MEMD will determine if the 
discharge is permitted or unauthorized, and report it to the appropriate regulatory 
authority, if required. 
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Illicit/Emergency Discharges: SSO
GSFC Activities that could result in Sanitary Sewer Overflows include:

 Sanitary wastewater that cannot make its way through the sewer pipes, primarily due to 
blockages or breaks, can overflow into storm drains and surface water. 

Why do SSO discharges pose a concern?

 SSOs that reach the storm sewer system or surface water violate GSFC’s NPDES permits 
and must be reported to the Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE). 

 SSOs have the potential to introduce untreated wastewater and/or raw sewage into creeks 
and rivers that flow into the Chesapeake Bay.

*Report suspected SSOs to the Security Operations Center (SOC) immediately. MEMD will 
respond to assess the site and notify MDE. Refer to Section 7.2 of the SWPPP for procedures 
that should be followed in the event of an SSO.
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Check on Learning

 Scenario #1:  A pipe has burst inside an industrial building and has flooded the 
facility to include chemical storage areas. You must contain the flood and 
remove the flood waters. What do you do?

a. Dump flood water down the floor drain to the sanitary sewer.

b. Pump the flood water outside the facility to the ground or storm drain.

c. Report it to the SOC and contact MEMD before taking further action.

 Scenario #2: The water tower has overflowed, discharging potable water into 
the nearest storm drain. You do not need to notify anyone because this 
discharge is covered by GSFC’s NPDES general permit. True or False?
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SWPPP Contact
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Lori Levine
Lori.M.Levine@nasa.gov
6-6741

All environmental program points of contact are available on the 
MEMD website: 
https://code200-external.gsfc.nasa.gov/250/

*When in doubt, contact MEMD


