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M E M O R A N D U M   
 

To:  David G. Gregory, NASA COR 
 
From:        
 
Concurrence:      
 
Date:   September 13, 2019 
 
Subject:  Fiscal Year 2020 Candidate Flight Program 
 

1 INTRODUCTION 
Attached is the Fiscal Year (FY) 2020 Candidate Flight Program. CSBF has polled our list of scientists from 
various research organizations for potential projects that could be accomplished using conventional balloon flights 
during FY2020-2022 and long-duration balloon (LDB) flights during FY2022 and beyond. 

From the polling, Principal Investigators returned 28 flight application forms. These included (not all selected); 
one Super Pressure flight, one Piggyback (COSI) and two hand launches for Wanaka FY2020, three conventional 
applications for Palestine FY 2020, four conventional applications and five Piggybacks (PB) for 2020 fall Ft. 
Sumner. Finally, two hand-launch payloads, two LDB flights and three Piggybacks for FY2020 Antarctica 

Additionally, three Piggyback applications for Wanaka (not included) will likely NOT be supported during that 
campaign due to weight restrictions.  Those will be further discussed later during the fiscal year and prioritized in 
conjunction with the Balloon Program Office. 

Twenty flights are shown in the Candidate Flight Program for FY2020. The formal flight applications for the 
LDB flights from Antarctica this season are essentially carryovers from previous fiscal year. Any additional 
applications will be forwarded as revisions to the Candidate Flight Program. 

To assist in assessing and planning the FY2020 balloon program, the attached spreadsheets describe and quantify 
the proposed program in a variety of ways that may be useful to the Balloon Program Office and NASA 
Headquarters. Included are: 

Attachment 1: A graphical depiction of the potential FY2020 flight schedule 
Attachment 2: An overall NASA Balloon Program cost summary  
Attachment 3: An overall campaign cost estimate 
Attachment 4: A summary of the number of requests by month 
Attachment 5: Cost estimates categorized by science discipline and individual campaigns 

2 FLIGHT PROGRAM DISCUSSION 

2.1 CONTINGENCY FLIGHT APPLICATIONS 
No contingency flight applications were received. 








